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THE STORY OF ASSYRIA. « 



This is a popular book for popular readers. Mme. Ragozin has collected the 
chief facts connected with the rise, existence and fall of the great Assyrian 
empire, and has presented them to us in a clear and, one might almost say, scien- 
tific style. The book will be full of interest to those who desire to get a general 
idea of the doings of this great people, without attempting to enter into those details 
of language and geography which are generally reserved for scholars and spe- 
cialists. English readers are much indebted to Mme. Ragozin for this sketch, as, 
up to this time, nothing on this subject had appeared in English. 

Many of the opinions given are necessarily only tentative, as the researches of 
the next ten years will bring about many changes. The author has, in general, 
made use of the best helps that were available to one who is not a specialist in 
this line. Too much reliance, however, has been placed in the antiquated transla- 
tions of Assyrian and Babylonian texts contained in the Records of the Past. In 
several places, the author has been led astray by following, blindly, wrong transla- 
tions found in these Records. It seems rather strange that among the numerous 
short histories of Assyria and Babylonia, not a single one has been written by a 
scholar who was able to test the correctness of the popular translations which 
have appeared in books and magazines from time to time. 



SOPHOCLES' GREEK LEXICON OF THE ROMAN AND BYZANTINE PERIODS.t 



This work has already been long familiar to specialists in Greek literature ; 
but the publication of this elegant memorial edition under the supervision of 
Professor J. H. Thayer, D. D., of Harvard University, calls for renewed mention 
and commendation of it. Its author was a native Greek, and was well acquainted 
with his own language in all its variations from the classical to the modern. Prob- 
ably no scholar had explored the literature of post-classical Greek so thoroughly 
as Professor Sophocles. This lexicon represents the Greek language in the long 
period of gradual transition which saw ancient Greek transformed into modern 
Greek. It is one language from the classic period until now, though greatly 
changed in forms, syntax and vocabulary. 

We wish to call attention to the value of this lexicon for the biblical student. 
The New Testament was written after the decay of the classic Greek language 
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had begun. Its syntax and, to some extent, its vocabulary belong to the early 
stages of that transformation alluded to above. This lexicon enables to trace 
onward the changes in form and vocabulary which had begun in the period to 
which the New Testament belongs. It is therefore a valuable aid to word-study 
for the specialist in biblical philology. The introduction contains a historical 
sketch of the various transition-periods of the language and a list of the chief 
authors belonging to each. It is presented in a superb form by the Messrs. Scrib- 
ner of New York. 



THE STORY OF THE PSALMS.* 



The title is deceptive. Not the story of the Psalms, but of some Psalms — 
eighteen of them. These chapters are good examples of historical exposition. 
If any one desires to see how wonderfully fresh and living these ancient songs 
become when they are placed in the setting of their historical circumstances, let 
him read this book. This is its characteristic excellence. Old familiar Psalms, 
like the Twenty-third, the Fifty-first, the Ninetieth, gleam and glow like newly 
polished jewels. The writer is well-read in modem exegetical literature, and is 
master of an attractive style. There is nothing particularly new or striking either 
in the method or the materials, but the general impression is pleasing. We are 
ready for more of the same sort. Other preachers would do well to master this 
excellent method. Congregations of Christian people everywhere would be in- 
structed and stimulated by similar discourses— for we suspect these to have been 
once sermons. The book is to be commended to Bible students as an excellent 
road to a true knowledge and use of the Psalter. It may prepare the way for some 
into a conception of these Songs hitherto undreamed of. To all it will be elevat- 
ing and inspiring. 
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